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Project History: 
 
1.  UN-Secretariat-Laval University 1987 
 
 before 1986 Laval University offered to the UN Secretariate 

 to make a study on the state of mapping in the world; 
 this study was carried out with the UN Secretariat and 
 published at the UN Cartographic Conferece in Bangkok 1987; 
 it reflected the situation of 1980 with some updates 
 
 The result was, that the land areas of the globe were basically 
 covered with maps at the scale 1:250 000, 
 2/3 was covered at 1:50 000 and 1/3 at 1: 25 000, 
 larger scales were not mentioned 
 
 Alarming was the poor update rate for world mapping 
 (e.g. for 1:50 000 at 48 years as world average) 
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       Status of Topographic Mapping 1987 
1:25 000 green ,     1:50 000 yellow 

 

1:100 000 violet ,    1:200 000 red 

Source: U.N.Cartographic Conference, Beijing 1987 
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        Map Updating        Source: U.N. Cartographic Conference Bangkok, 1987 



Project History: 
 
  2. The UN Cartographic Conferences have subsequently passed 

       a number of resolutions to update this effort within existing facilities,  
       but until 2011 there was no progress 
 

  3. at the ISPRS Workshop in Guilin 2011 a number of participants 

        decided to approach ISPRS Council to undertake the effort and to  
        approach the UN Statistic Division for Cooperation. 
 
        Secretary General of ISPRS Chen Jun obtained ISPRS Council approval 
 
        Subsequently Dr. Paul Cheung, Director of the UN Statistics Division was 
        approached. He approved favourably to undertake the study within 
        the Group of Experts of Global Geographic Information Management 

 



Project History: 
 
  4. Design of a Questionnaire to the National Mapping 
       Agencies of the UN Member Countries 
 
       The Questionnaire was drafted at the Institute for Photogrammetry 

         and Geoinformation of Leibniz University Hannover with reviews 
         by  -    the Mapping Organization of the State of Lower Saxony 
                -   by  the National Geomatics Center of China 
 -   by Euro SDR (the European Research Organization of  
     Geoinformatics) 
 -   by the South East European Geoinformatics Organization 
 

  5. Major Review by UN – GGIM     Dr. Amor Laaribi 

 

  6. Translation of reviewed Questionnaire by members of 
        BEV Germany into French, Spanish and Russian and mailing to 
        UN Member Countries NMA´s by UN - GGIM 
 
   



Project History: 
 
7. Mailing of Questionnaire to U.N.Member States by UNGGIM 
     by April 5, 2012 

































French Translation by Dr. Klaus Komp, edited by Amor Laaribi 



Russian Translation 
by Dr. Gernod Schindler 



Spanish 
Translation 
by Conrad 
Count Hoyos 



In addition to NMA´s  
 there are commercial actors engaged in mapping, in whole or 

 in part, such as 
 

-     Google  (Google Earth, Google Maps, Google StreetView) 

                                   

 -     Microsoft  (Bingmaps)   

                                                                                           

 -    Navteq 
 

-     TomTom 
 
 Contacts have been established, but it will be difficult to obtain complete  
information from them according to the questionnaire. But they have been 
asked to suggest ways how their mapping contribution in support of the 
official mapping and map updating efforts of the national mapping agencies 
can best be described 
 



Google Earth Images 



Google Maps and Address Search 



Google Street View 



Google Maps Navigation 



Bing Maps 3D View 



There are furthermore a number of international data providers 
for the digital age, such as: 
 
-   Eastview Geospatial, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

 

-   ESRI, Redlands, CA, USA 

 

-    ILS Scientific Cartography, Stuttgart, Germany 

 

-    WorldMap, Harvard University, Center of Geographic Analysis, Boston, USA 

 
They have been informed about the project, requesting their possible support 

 



The availability of digital map data determines the use of GIS 



Downloadable Map Data for ESRI´s ArcGIS 



In addition to NMA´s 
There  are international map vendors, such as: 
 

East View Cartographic – East View Geospatial 
 
 
These contacts could be used to verify the information officially supplied 
or to fill in missing data ? 
 
Some samples of materials are shown, which e.g. Eastview Cartographic 
may provide: 
 
     -   Maps of Sri Lanka 
     -   Maps of Ethiopia 
     -   Maps of North Korea 
     -   Maps of Hungary 
      
 

 
 



















-   ILH Stuttgart 
containing indexes of 
internationally available maps 
for sale 

 







 WorldMap of the Center of Geographic Analysis, Harvard University, 

is a tool for integration of different maps  



















Conclusion: 
 
 
1. UN-GGIM is the only appropriate body to collect map cover and map 

update information officially from the UN member countries 
 

2. ISPRS, FIG, ICA and JB-GIS as well as EuroSDR and others 
 can help as NGO´s in the collection and analysis process 
 
3. Images are often more useful than outdated maps, which 
 due to cost or time restraint cannot be updated fast 
 
4. A call for help is being extended to all who are able to make a 
 contribution toward clarifying the current mapping and map update 

status of the world 
 

 
 


